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perhaps enable the people of a certain foreign territory to drink claret, but it will disable the people of this kingdom from drinking anything else but gin; for, when a man has, by gin-drinking, rendered himself unfit for labour or business, he can purchase nothing else, and then the best thing he can do is to drink on till he dies.
Surely, my Lords, men of such unbounded benevolence, as our present Ministers deserve such honours as were never paid before: they deserve to bestride a butt upon every sign-post in the City, or to have their figures exhibited as tokens where this liquor is to be sold by the licence which they have procured. They must be at least remembered to future ages, as the happy politicians, who, after all expedients for raising taxes had been employed, discovered a new method of draining the last relics of the public wealth, and added a new revenue to the Government : nor will those, who shall hereafter enumerate the several funds now established among us, forget among the benefactors to their country the illustrious authors of the Drinking Fund.
May I be allowed, my Lords, to congratulate my countrymen and fellow-subjects upon the happy times which are now approaching, in which no man will be disqualified from the privilege of being drunk; when all discontent and disloyalty shall be forgotten, and the people, though now considered by the ministry as 3nemies, shall acknowledge the lenity of that government, under which all restraints are taken away ?
But, to a Bill for such desirable purposes, it would 3e proper, my Lords, to prefix a preamble, in which .he kindness of our intentions should be more fully
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